Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences CCI Subcommittee
Approved Minutes

Monday, March 16, 2009





9:30 AM-11:30 AM

4187 Smith Lab

ATTENDEES: Mumy, Harder, Pride, Soundarajan, Severtis

AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes from 3/2/09

· Harder, Soundarajan- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
2. Geography Major revision + GIS + Atmospheric Science (Guests: Becky Mansfield, Terry Gustafson, Dave Andereck, Larry Krissek)  
· Earth Science- made suggestions regarding courses to be involved in proposals; most were accepted by Geography; Primary issue: Society & Environment; CONCERNS:

· In the letter sent by SES, 3-fold: 1) in ES, there are many who do things related to the environment, half of which do things related to environ and society, impacts of society/environment; 2) & 3) somewhat related- lack of consultation & SES has in the past put forward a BA in Earth Systems with an environmental component which ran into resistance w/other units; now interested in an A&S-wide program incorporating all of the areas

· Q: Is lack of consultation still an issue?

· A: in SES, this contributed towards a separation or thought to multiple programs, more college-wide/interdisciplinary

· Geography- response

· Reason for lack of consultation: the proposal was sent out last Fall in October, the response was first rec’d in January; the reason not consulted broadly around the issue is because Geog determined their pedagogical goals; we don’t see this as a major expansion, and we don’t understand why calling it Environ and Society has become a big deal, establishing the first environmental major, why perceived as a dramatic shift?  We don’t perceive it as a dramatic shift; we are interested in the interdisc major and minor; we are not trying to stake a claim in environ and social issues.  On the comment of new faculty as being interdisc, every Geog faculty member is interdisc and could teach in any A&S college on campus, engineering, educ, FAES,  etc because of Geog’s nature in general

· Handout- 1997 report on rediscovering Geog- graphic representation- 3 domains of synthesis, viewed as ways of looking at the world; Environment and Society is a core part of Geography and has been since the 1990’s as this shows; the dept has a desire to design curriculum based on their history, present and future; this is a growing issue in the discipline; fully in support of other on campus efforts to develop environ and society curriculum

· SES response-

· Geog & SES have worked on the interdisc minor in environmental citizenship, and it has been a great partnership

· Q: If there was an Interdisc-wide major on Environmental Sciences, how would the Geog major coincide with it?

· A: We had a minor already in the environmental sciences, are supportive of it, have many courses on the physical and bio-physical science sides, but we feel we offer a Geog perspective on environmental issues, as well as with global systems, etc

· SES response- 

· If Geog is now supportive of other programs, SES sees this as a change from how former proposal was handled.  Geog had ‘significant interest in this area’

· Q: What is the history with the depts.?

· A:  a draft proposal in the Earth Systems BA proposal

· (DA): Proposal was presented, circulated and the Geog response was that they had significant interest but had no details

· Q (BM): Is the name a part of the problem?  It is simply a specialization not a major, just within the majors (GIS & Atmospheric Sci)

· Q (GM): Track changes: take people out of the title; changes in courses and elective courses- what is noticeable about those changes that would signal a more aggressive attitude by Geog?
· A( LK): going to Environment and Society elevates the Environ side at least in the title; now first in the list of 2 rather than 3rd in the list of 3; the old PSE did have a number of Earth Sci courses as electives, now the Environ and Society has no SES courses represented; 

· A (BM): those were moved in the climatic Phys Geog track, Geog courses are offered in here, and multiple climate change classes (Environment and Society track), offering the Geog perspective on the issue (p.19, App F of the proposal)

· Q (GM): Does the old or new track have more or less Physical? (Appendix E)

· A( BM): Similar amount; an analysis was done of what students have taken in the past 6-7 yrs for this specialization and we found 1 student had taken Geomorphology at that time, quite a few had taken Ecology, by far the most of any of these classes; the practical impact seems minimum (App L on p.31)
· Q (DP): BS in Atmos Sci, under goals and objectives and evaluations; are there requirements outside of Geog? (p.15 of Atmos Sci says they are not required to take anything in other depts)
· A (BM): True for Atmos Sci, GIS has some CSE prereqs; the required course outside of dept is in Climate Phys Geog track, Geomorphology (SES class 550), the only one required of students.   There are multiple electives outside of the dept
· Q (DA): Phys Geog courses are being changed from 1 to 2 SES courses (outside the major)
· A (LK): On proposal for Atmos Sci, was listing 550 as an elective—

· A (BM): Phys Geog track requires Earth Sci 550. 

· Q (GM): In SES, say “water security issue”, what constitutes Societal impacts in environmental issues for Social Sciences?  Are they physically oriented?
· A (LK): SES has faculty worrying about that from the physical side to potential impacts on society; not just building structures, but finding, using and maintaining water supplies for cities, agricultural, economic resources, probably not politics.  As an indication, the water security course is accepted within Intl Studies, showing an extension beyond just the physical/chemical aspects of water.  
· A (BM): Would be interested in including water security class in curriculum. 

· Q (GM): What did SES think about the response that Geog didn’t want the course in their curriculum
· A (LK): If there was a different place Geog thinks it works better that would be fine.

· Q (GM): 1 missing piece- environment and society change in track, SES still has some concern over in terms of building an interdisc A&S-wide major- 1 resolution, is Geog goes back to its old track; the further question is if they changed it to Society and Environment?   

· A (LK): Concern would be the same

· Q (GM): If this committee approved the majors, what would happen?  With SES objecting (would it go to CCI with a lack of concurrence)
· A (LK): SES would express the same concerns with the 1 concentration; the others look resolved

· (BM): Geog would like to have Env & Soc as the name of the track, since the nomenclature has changed over the years.
· (DP): Soc & Env means something different than Env & Soc; Env & Soc means Env drives what society does; 

· (BM): Geog views it as a reciprocal relationship.  Env holds the specialization together because we have other foci; this is human and physical perspectives on environ

· (DP): Climate change focus?
· (BM): Geog dept focused on atmos & climatic aspects of phys geog; now we have new faculty who can branch out to a broader phys geog at this point; climate studies does include climate change (past, current, reconstruction)

· (JH): What is the response from Geog to the proposal from SES regarding Enviorn and Soc program interdisc?
· (BM): Haven’t sat down to talk about it but generally supportive of a variety of efforts; would not have an impact on Geog’s own major because it is core Geog perspective; we want to offer students opportunity to become Geographers with this specialty.  We believe Geographers can study the environment/social processes relationship
· (DA): Geog specialization is on human side?  Where does phys geog end and non-classical geology end?

· (BM): Geogs talk about it as understanding the patterns and processes on the earth’s surface, more interested in the uplift of mountains and the physical landscape; basically interested in the historical elements and current

· (LK): Some Geogs could be in SES depts., as well as SES could be in a broad range of depts.

· (DA): In some joint way, Geographers should be part of SES; Atmospheric Science is physics and chemistry; 

· (BM): Geog bridge across physical and social and human sciences

· (DA): If we are in the midst of how we will be organized, should we hold off on something that could be cross-college; should we hang on and see what happens?  Environmental Sciences task force is on the horizon
· (BM): Geog already has a people/environmental specialization, and the students take approx the same courses
· (DA): looking at it from the perspective of ‘now is an opportunity to do something bigger’, rather than repackaging; raise visibility and develop a larger program

· (BM): We would still want to offer something in this core aspect of Geog in environment and society, rather than in a track within an Interdisc major, we want to offer a Geog perspective.  For some students it offers a unique perspective, offers a home for students who can’t find it elsewhere
· Guests Becky Mansfield, Larry Krissek & David Andereck leave

· (TG): Would appreciate being able to stay and listen [no objections from Cmte]

· Overnight letter from SES: does not add anything to Larry’s case, just a further reiteration of the Env Society issue

· Env/Soc has been a core part of Geog for awhile
· In many ways there is a bigger issue between these 2 depts/schools- symptomatic at hiring where disciplines are not as relevant as once; a strength and a cause of friction, hiring on the cusp which has often been seen as a strength

· The budget model is and has changed; enrollment is now 20% of budget for A&S, so not in that enrollment controls money mode right now; you do have to fund instruction but there seems to be less emphasis on enrollment; people still need courses to teach

· New hires in Geog for climate change- there was no consultation; but there will be overlap; can both groups accommodate that?  

· Env/Soc word ordering- seems important to Geog, but not to SES.  

· GIS MAJOR- Soundarajan, Harder- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED contingent upon SPATIAL ANALYSIS TRACK passing
· SPATIAL ANALYSIS TRACK- Pride, Harder- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED; therefore the GIS Major passed
· ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES MAJOR & CLIMATOLOGY/PHYSICAL GEOG TRACK- Harder, Soundarajan- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

· URBAN, REGIONAL & GLOBAL STUDIES & suggested course list change (SES 411 added to options in B.4)- Harder, Soundarajan- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
· ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY- TABLED- wait for full Subcommittee; send back to Geography about some course changes or tweaking; this does not affect other tracks or majors; committee felt it worthwhile to have B Mansfield & L Krissek here today but need not bring back visitors; informal recommendation to further consider a change to Society and Environment track change name
3. ENR 347 
· TABLED
